Based on a Chassidic round, this amrengement s excellenl to help a beginning chorus sing
together m paris. First sung 10 unison, then i a three-part Touand, the music 1s [un and
casily accessible, The word “1Taida™ (ITigh-dah} has no specific meanng but 1s meant
to be treated much like “la” in Anmerican folk music, TUis a “nigunt” or song to inspire
worshippers during a service. In the Chassidic tradiion, the mwsic usually begins slowly
arowing in excitement and speed until it is nearly sung m a frenzy. [ have seen i done
ellectively both ways in various choirs. The mosic 15 most successful when done wiih
movemnent, The round is organized in A A 5 B, The movement for the A sechon 13
simply “step-close” "step-close™. This can be done two to the right and two to the left or
four Lo the right on the first “A” and four to the left on the second “A”. It is funto add a
¢lap belore the last two Haidas in cach scetion, The "3 section includes a clockwise iom
for eight counts with the left hand up. The repeat of the 137 section is a counteiclockwise
turn with the right hand up.

The accompamment 1s done by Thomias Gerber, an accompanist for the Indianapolis
Children’s Chor, This music ollers unigue vanely in a coneert. Recently, the Indianapolis
Children's Chowr sang il for the Amenican Orll Schulwerk Association National
Conference. For that perfoomance Oril instruments were added by Mrs. Judy Wilson
and the fourth graders of Orchard Country Diay School in Indizmapolis. Obyviously the
music is also most appropriate when sung “a cappella’.

1 hope you cnjoy this delightful music.
Henry H. Leck

Professor of Choral Music - Butler University
Founder and Musie Director - Indianapalis Children’s Choir
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